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Supplies 
 

EXPLORATIONS Software makes it easy to achieve perfectly positioned embroidery designs 
on all your projects! Learn to create Alignment Lines for success every time. 

Directions 
Create Alignment Lines in Explorations 
 

• Create a new project. The sample project is 
named Purple Jacket. 

 

• From the Articles Mode, select Picture. 
 

• From the Picture Mode, select Scan. Place your 
jacket collar on the bed of your scanner. Explora-
tions will automatically open your scanning soft-
ware. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Scan the collar into the Explorations program fol-
lowing the instructions for your scanner. It is im-
perative that your collar is scanned in a 1:1 ratio. 

 
 

 

 

     Creating Alignment Lines 
     Explorations Software   Explorations Lesson 

Created by  Paula Harmon 

 
• Go to the Cookie Cutters Mode. Locate the folder 

named Shapes. To open this folder, simply click 
on the “+” sign next to the folder name.  

• Locate the Straight Line. Click and drag the 
straight line onto your work space. Place the 
straight line against the straight edge of the collar. 
Rotate the line into place.  

• BERNINA Sewing and Embroidery Machine 
• Explorations Galaxy or Classic. Reshape Option    

is  optional, but recommended. 
 

• OESD Premiere Embroidery Collection #860  -    
Spring Linens 

• 1 blouse or other project of choice 
• Isacord Polyester Embroidery Thread 
• OESD Bobbin Thread 
• OESD Polymesh Cut-Away Embroidery Stabilizer 
• 505 Temporary Spray Adhesive 
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Create Alignment Lines in Explorations 
 

• Select the next step based whether or not you 
have the Reshape Option. (If you do not have the 
Reshape Option, It’s a great tool which can be 
added to your Explorations Software!) 

• Open the Filing Assistant by clicking Tools and 
Filing Assistant. The Filing Assistant window 
must be smaller than the full sized Explorations 
window. If your Filing Assistant window is too 
large, use the Restore Down box in the upper 
right hand corner. Select an appropriate design 
from one of folders in the Filing Assistant win-
dow. Click and drag the selected design into the 
main Explorations window. (Sample design is 
OESD #OC86054.)             

 

• Drag the design into place on the jacket collar in 
a pleasing arrangement. 

Explorations Software without the Reshape Option: 
 

• Click and drag a 
second straight 
line onto your 
work space. No-
tice the collar has 
a slight curve 
along the bottom. 
Create a “choppy 
curve” along the 
lower collar’s 
edge by using 
multiple short straight lines. Once enough multiple 
lines have been added to create the curve, hold 
down the Control key on your keyboard and select 
all of the straight lines. Go to the Stitches N Effects 
Mode and apply a Single Run Outline.  

Explorations Software with the Reshape Option, 
Continued 
 

• Add more points to the line using the following: 
A left mouse click creates a Straight Point (the 
point will be a square), a right mouse click cre-
ates a Curved Point (the point will be a circle). 
Approximately ¾ of the way between the two 
points already on the line do a left mouse click.          

 

• Click and drag this point to the “point of the col-
lar.”  Approxi-
mately ½ way 
between points 
2 and 3 on the 
line, do a right 
mouse click.  
Drag this point 
into the “curve 
of the collar.”  

 

• Select the line 
formed. Go to 
the Stitches N Effects Mode and apply a single 
run outline. 

Explorations Software with the Reshape Option: 
 

• With the Straight 
Line in place, ver-
ify it is selected 
then click Edit and 
Reshape. New 
land marks will 
appear: The Open 
Diamond Shape is 
where the embroi-
dery will start 
stitching; the Plus 
Sign is where the embroidery will end stitching and 
the two Solid Squares are points on the line that 
can be moved using the Reshape Option.   

 

• Click and drag the 
Plus Sign out of 
the way.  Select 
the Solid Square 
that was under the 
Plus Sign and 
drag it into the 
same position as 
seen in the photo.  
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Create Alignment Lines in Explorations 
 

• To ensure success in the embroidery sewing proc-
ess, create a basting stitch to secure the collar to 
the stabilizer. (This step can be skipped if you plan 
to use a specialty stabilizer like OESD HydroStick 
or Stabilstick.)  For the sample project, black Poly-
Mesh was used. 

 

• From the Cookie Cutter Mode, locate the Rectan-
gle Shape from the Shapes Folder. Drag it onto 
the work space. Resize and rotate the rectangle 
until it completely covers the design (don’t worry 
about covering the alignment line). If the hoop is 
not showing on the  workspace, click View and 
Show Hoops. Go to the Hoops Mode and select 
the hoop for your machine.     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Go to the Stitches N Effects Mode and apply a 

Single Run Outline to this box. Click Settings and 
change the stitch length to 4.0mm. This will create 
a stitch that will be easily removed after the em-
broidery is complete.                    

                              

 

• Change the stitching order of this design now.  
Left unchanged, the basting box will stitch last. 
Select the Embroidery Design and click Cut. 
Then click Paste and the Design should now 
sew after the Basting Box. The stitching order 
should be the Alignment Line, the Basting Box, 
and lastly the Embroidery Design.  

  
  Embroider the Design 
 

• Transfer the embroidery design to the embroi-
dery machine. 

 

• Hoop a piece of PolyMesh Stabilizer. 
 

• Place the hoop on 
the machine and 
stitch color #1, the 
Alignment Line, di-
rectly on the stabi-
lizer. 

 

• Spray the stabilizer 
with a light coating 
of 505 Temporary 
Spray Adhesive. 
Line up the collar 
with the Alignment 
Line.                                             

 

• Stitch color #2, the 
Basting Box. Slow 
the machine down 
for this step to en-
sure there is no 
movement of the 
collar during the 
stitching process. 
Gently hold the col-
lar in place making 
sure to keep fingers 
a safe distance 
from the needle.                             

 

• Finish stitching the 
rest of the embroidery design. Carefully remove 
the basting stitches and trim away any excess 
stabilizer. 

 

• Enjoy your new creation! 

                        

 

For Additional Explorations Projects... 
Visit www.berninausa.com  today! 


